
Sepsis Risk Factors 
Sepsis is the body’s extreme response to an infection. It happens when an infection you already have triggers a 
chain reaction throughout your body and can be a life-threatening medical emergency. If a resident has had an 
infection and one or more of the risks below, the Sepsis Bundle | Risk Factors and Action Tool may be implemented.

Risk 

Compromised Immune System 
• Unable to fight infections

Residents With Chronic Conditions 
• Chronic kidney disease
• Chronic liver disease
• Renal disease
• Pulmonary disease
• Diabetes

Cancer 
• Weaker immune system

Previous Use of Antibiotics or Corticosteroids 
• Weaker immune system

> 65 Years of Age
• Residents who are 65 years old and older are at high risk due to presence

of bacteria and weaker immune system

Functional Limitations 

Recurrent Hospitalizations 

Opioid Addiction/Large Dose of Loperamide 
• Results in constipation and impaction
• Can result in the intestines absorbing the bacteria from the impacted material
• The impaction can also lead to perforation within the digestive tract,

causing bacteria to spread in the body

Neglecting Signs of Infection 
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